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CORONAVIRUS — REMOTE ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES 
Statement by Minister for Housing 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Housing) [9.07 am]: Following the announcement of the state of 
emergency in Western Australia, the Department of Communities has been helping people in remote communities 
to control who enters their community to prevent the spread of COVID-19. Directions were issued by the 
State Emergency Coordinator under section 67 of the Emergency Management Act 2005 to restrict access into 
remote communities. COVID-19 could be particularly devastating in remote communities, especially where existing 
health issues are present, so it has been a priority of the McGowan government to ensure that some of our most 
vulnerable Western Australians are protected. 
Following the declaration of the state of emergency, officers from the department were in contact with the relevant 
communities to ensure they were aware of the new directions coming into effect. I would like to acknowledge the 
work of departmental staff in coordinating this response and working tirelessly to provide residents of remote 
communities with the information they need to keep their communities safe. Many members of remote communities 
wished to return home during this time. The department has worked to ensure that any members who wished to 
return have had the opportunity to do so in a safe and orderly manner, and in accordance with self-isolation protocols. 
Current estimates are that 1 000 people chose to return to remote communities during the pandemic. Exemptions 
to those restrictions enable the provision of or access to essential or human services in those communities. This is 
to ensure the continued provision of power, water and municipal services and the treatment of wastewater in remote 
communities. Staff continue to work with communities to develop and implement bespoke pandemic plans for each 
community and address issues such as food security and any other challenges that arise. I commend their work. 
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